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 NAME 
HISTORIC 

The Fendal l  House -- 
AND/OR COMMON 

Lee-Fendall House (Preferred)  

 LOCATION SE c o m e r  Washington and Oronoco s t r e e t s  (6i4 Oronoco S t r e e t )  
STREET& NUMBER 

-NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
Alexandria - VICINITY OF Eighth (Eer5er t  E. FIarris, T I )  

STATE CODE COU N l Y  CODE 

Virg in i a  51 ( i n  c i t y )  510 

~ C ~ S S X F I C A T I O N  

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
*T 

STATUS 
-DISTRICT -PUBLIC k~~~~~~~~ 
X_BUILDING(S) XPRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK I N  PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUiSlTlON ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS  YES: RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES: UNRESTRICTED 

PRESENT USE 
A G R I C U L T U R E   MUSEUM 

-EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT ' -RELIGIOUS 

~ ~ O W ~ R  L2 OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Virg in i a  T rus t  f o r  H i s t o r i c  P re se rva t ion  (Clement E. Conrer, P r ~ s r i d e g t )  
STREET& NUMBER 

614 Oronoco S t r e e t  -- --- -- ---- 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Alexandria - VICINITY OF Virg in i a  22314 

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Regis t ry  of  Deeds, Ci ty  H a l l  I 
STREET& NUMBER 

125 Borrh 3.oyal S t r e e t  
---- 

CITY. TOWN STATE . i i 
Al.exandria V i r g i n i a  [a REPRE SENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS (3) (See Continua t i o n  Sheet 81) 

T~TLE I (1) "Alexandria H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t "  - National  Regis te r  of H i s t o r i c  P l aces  Inventoly; 
- - - - -. .- \T  . 

DATE n-lun 

1 9 6 - L -  
-&EDERAL -STATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

DtPOSlTORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS Nat iona l  Regis~eg.-qf- ~! is i t~i_c-  etes,Dep-artment of the I n t e r i o r  
CITY. TOWN STATE 

W a d u . u ~ L - . - -  D.C. - 
e 

; t  



CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

&EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED -UNALTERED XoRlGlNAL SITE 
-GOOD -RUINS LLTERED -MOVED OAT- 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN1 PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Lee-Fendall House i s  a three-bay, two-story town house erected i n  1785 and 
remodeled i n  the Greek Revival s t y l e  i n  1850-52. Fendall 's 1796 Mutual Assurance Society 
declaration describes the  house a s  follows: "Dwelling houselthe Walls b u i l t  of Wood132 fee t  
i n  f ront  40 f ee t  deep1 2 S tor ies  high/(with) the walls f i l l e d  i n  with Bricks." It describes 
the kitchen wing a s  42 f ee t  by 20 f e e t  by 20 fee t ,  two s to r i e s  high and covered by a wooden 
roof. Attached to  the kitchen was a servants'  h a l l ,  20 fee t  by 15 f ee t ,  a l so  b u i l t  of 
wood and covered with wooden roof. The policy also shows s i x  framed outbuildings on the  
property, including an o f f i ce ,  a dwelling, a "pidgeon" house, a rabbit  house, a "building", 
and a stable.  A l l  of these disappeared p r io r  t o  1877, a s  they a re  not shown i n  the c i t y  
a t l a s  of tha t  year. 

The dwelling's f i r s t  and second s t o r i e s  consist  of a s ide  h a l l  with two pr inc ipa l  
. . r  chambers opening onto the hall--a coarmbh.:town hoose p l a n  for:the petiod;. The main . ' ' 

v a r i k i o n  :froin the norrh:is the - locat ibn of th8 ser+iCe el l .petpendi&ula? t o  'the. h a l l  - - 

ra ther  than behind it; *The' house' Gas Pkbbably b6verea by:a gable roof; perhapi !irikh ' :' 
. . ? . . . . . , . 

dormers. , . , . . .  , . :  

I 1h- 1850. the pibberty. tr+si pu+$ised by tob i s  'A. c.iienove whb hetween 1850' akd 1852 
had i t remodeled i n  the  Greek Revival s ty le .  This remodeling involved the changing of 

! the roof t o  a shallow hip and ra i s ing  the cornice l e v e l  t o  accommodate a f u l l  t h i rd  
, 

s tory l ighted by th in  "eyebrow" windows with diamond panes. The windows a r e  j u s t  beneath 
the cornice i n  an area which reads a s  a wide f r ieze .  Other changes probably included the 
lengthening of the f i r s t - s to ry  windows, the addition of the window cornices, and decoration 
of the comers with p i l a s t e r s .  The Oronoco S t ree t  porch and the i ron r a i l i n g  i n s e r t s  on 

1 the. windows a re  a l so  lid-19th century. . The present s i d i n g o n t h e  nuin house and the 
north elevation of the  e l l  probably was par t  of the remodeling; the date of the flush- 
board siding on the south wall of the  ell. is  uncertain but may be 18th century. 

The i n t e r i o r  r e t a in s  basical ly  i ts  1852 appearance, although the denti led cornices 
i n  the f i r s t - f loor  reception rooms may be or iginal .  I n  the h a l l  an e l l i p t i c a l  arch 
supported on p i l a s t e r s  is a l so  or iginal .  The 1850-52 work which p r e d ~ ~ n a t e s  i s  
consistent and well executed. It includes the majority of window and door cases, h a l l  wain- 
scot ,  mantel and f i rep lace  surrounds, and a l l  v i s ib l e  hardware. The windows and doors a r e  
t reated with symmetrically molded t r i m  with corner blocks. The drawing room mantel is  
of marble and is  i n  t he  form of a shallow Tudor arch. The present s t a i r ,  which ascends 
t o  the th i rd  f l oo r  a t  the  south end of the h a l l ,  replaces the or iginal  which was a t  t he  
opposite end. The only r e l a t i ve ly  modem a l t e r a t ion  of significance i s  the  glazing of 
the one-story, mid-19th-century r ea r  porch t o  make a sun room. 

The house r e t a in s  i t s o r i g i n a l  l o t  s i ze ,  now treated as  a pleasant informal garden. 
The s i t e s  of most of the outbuildings appear undisturbed, giving the yard unique po ten t i a l  
fo r  archaeological invest igat ion of an 18th-century urban domestic complex. . t a .  



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK A N D  JUSTIN BELOW 
ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANOSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

XARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW 

A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE 

LRCHITECTURE -EDUCATION -MILITARY 

A R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC 

-COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY 

- C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  KINDUSTRY -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

-INVENTION 

-RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

rSCULPTURE -SOCIAL 

-THEATER 

-TRANS?ORTATION 

LOTHER ISPECIFYI 
Labor 

SPECIFIC DATES 1785 BUlLDERlARCHlTECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Lee-Fendall House is t h e  e a r l i e s t  of .  sever= neighboring houses wi th  Lee fami ly  
connections. It l ies w i t h i n  Old Town Alexandria,  a n ~ u r b a n  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  inc luding  a 
l a r g e  concent ra t ion  of  l a t e  18th- and e a r l y  19th-century urban s t r u c t u r e s .  B u i l t  i n  1785 
a s  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  of Ph i l ip .R icha rd  Fendal l ,  a , f r $ e n d  and a t to rney  f o r  George Washington, 
t h e  Lee-Fendall House was..purchased from,John L.-Lewis,_Jr . ,  . in  1972 by t h e  Virginia:Trus. t  
f o r  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n . : i I t  was : the  home o f - l a h o g  l e a d e r  Jchn;L. Lewis.from 1937 u n t i l .  
h i s  death i n  1969. : .  :. I 

P h i l i p  Richard Fendal l  was a d i r e c t o r  of  Washingtoq's Potomac.Fa:al Company and a 
founder and f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Bank of  Alexandria. H e  b u i l t  t h i s  house on a . l a r g e  
town l o t  bought f o r  and t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  him i n  t h e  l a t e  autumn of 1784 by Henry (Light 
Horse Harry) Lee. Fendal l  was twice r e l a t e d  t o  Henry Lee by marriage. He f i r s t  married 

L 
El izabeth  S tep toe  Lee, widow of P h i l i p  Ludwell Lee of S t r a t f o r d  (mother of Henry's w i f e ,  
Matilda Lee). Two y e a r s  a f t e r  h e r  dea th ,  Fendal l  married Mary Lee, ~ e n r y ' s  s i s t e r .  

Because of  M r s .  F e n d a l l f s , f a i l i n g  h e a l t h ,  . . .  Henry and Mat i lda  Lee , spen t  much of t h e  
winter  of 1788-89 a t  t h e    end all home. It was h e r e , ' a c c o r d i n g - t o  t r a d i t i o n ,  t h a t  Henry Lee 
wrote t h e  f a rewe l l  addres s  : tp . P r e s i d e p t - e l e ~ t  Wgsh+ngtan from. h l s  fq l low . c i t i z e n s  of 
Alexandria. The house remained i n  t h e ~ e e  family,  through va r ious  branches, f o r  almost a 
century fol lowing Fenda+l!s dqath i n  1805. Notable owneys.,during..this .. , . per iod  . inc lude  
Edmund Jennings ~ e e '  (d. 1843) and Louis A. Cazenove. The l a t t e r ,  dur ing  h i s  b r i e f  t enure  
(1850-1852) made m2jor,altel;acions t o  t h e  bu i ld ing ,  t h e  only  ones f r s m t h e  time of construc-  
t i o n  t o  t h e  p resen t .  M r s .  Cazenove continued t o  l i v e  h e r e  wi th  h e r  smal l  son except f o r  a 
s h o r t  per iod  when t h e  house was s e i z e d  f o r  use by t h e  Fede ra l  government dur ing  the  C i v i l  
War. 

I n  1903 t h e  proper ty  was purchased by Robert F. Downham from Mrs. Robert Fleming, a 
granddaughter of Richard Bland Lee and t h e  l a s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  family t o  own t h e  
b e - F e n d a l l  House. The p rope r ty  passed from Downham's ownership t o  t h a t  of  John L. and 
Myrtn ( M r s .  John L . )  Lewis i n  1937. i n t roduc ing  s e v e r a l  yea r s  of  c o l o r f u l  h i s t o r y .  

For many conserva t ive  Americans, John L. L e w i s ,  long-time Pres ident  of t h e  United Mine 
Workers of America and founder of t h e  Congress of I n d u s t r i a l  Organizat ions,  pe r son i f i ed  
extreme rad ica l i sm during t h e  New Deal e ra .  Although a champi05 of t h e  working c l a s s e s ,  
Lewis was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s o c i e t y .  He and h i s  wife  s p a t  hugh sums re fu rb i sh ing  t h e i r  
Alexandria home. Nei ther  t h i s  nor  Mrs. Lewis's c laim t h a t  she  was descended from e a r l y  
Vi rg in i a  a r i s t o c r a t s  gained them acceptance by Old Alexandria f ami l i e s .  Thei r  house d i d  
become a fashionable  ga the r ing  p l a c e  f o r  prominent members of t h e  Federa l  government, 
i nc lud ing  Senators ,  cab ine t  members, diplomats ,  Supreme Court J u s t i c e s ,  and m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  
Of more l a s t i n g  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  t h e  Lewises preserved t h e  Lee-Fendall House dur ing  a c r u c i a l  
e r a  of depress ion ,  war, and post-war development. Myrta Lewis introduced a l e v e l  of c a r e  
and concern f o r  t h e  house and garden which h e r  husband continued fol lowing her  death i n  1942 

(See Continuation Sheet $1) 



' IUeu 10.741 

U N I  I t :OSTt\TtS D t P r \ R T \ l F N I  0 1 T t I t  INTt.HIOK 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 
The Fendall House - Lee-Fendall (Preferred), Alexandria, Virginia 

CONTl NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 6 & 8 PAGE 1 

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2) Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Survey 
1968 State 
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 

(3)  Historic American Buildings Survey Inventory 
Federal 

Library of Congress 
Washington, D.C. 

Lewis's son and heir, Dr. John L. Lewis, Jr. had no personal interest in the property 
but he did enhance its future by selling it to the Virginia Trust for Historic Preserva- 
tion in 1972. The Virginia Trust renovated the place, furnishing it witheLee memorabilia 
and other period pieces. It was opened to the public as an historic hwse museum on 
March 25th, 1974. 

In addition to its historical associations, the Lee-Fendall House survives as a fine 
example of Alexandria's early domestic architecture. The site is important in that it 
is one of the few 18th-century building sites in the community to retain its original, 
fairly generous lot size, permitting the opportunity to recall the urban fabric of the 
city before 20th-century densities were reached. Although the original outbuildings have 
disappeared, their sites remain undisturbed, making it possible to study through 
archaeological investigation a well-documented 18th-century, urban domestic complex. 

HPP 
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 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 0.4412 a c r e s  

WADRANGLE NAME Alexandria, Va- QUAORANGLE SCALE 1 : 24000 
U T M  REFERENCES 

Al..Ld w- 1412I9171318101 
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ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 
~ L - l I I t l  a l f f l  

I 

I HW IUW 
VERBALBOUNDARYDESCRIPTIONMap 139, Block 1, Lots  501 and 502, Land Records of Alexandria. 

Lot 501 has  a f r o n t a g e  on Oronoco S t .  of 124.97 f e e t  by a depth on Washington S t .  of 63.15 
f e e t  and a depth of 55.15 f e e t  on t h e  e a s t  boundary, improved wi th  a two- and three-story 
frame house. Lot 502 has  a f ron tage  on North Washington S t .  of 91.34 f e e t  by a depthon t h e  

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
south boundary of 123.4 f e e t ,  99.35 f e e t  on t h e  e a s t  boundary and a depth of  124.97 f e e t  on 
t h e  ' ~ f ) f @  boundary. ( P l a t  enclosedJoDE COUNN CODE 

STATE CODE C O U N N  CODE 
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 FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME /TITLE 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  
ORGANIZATION DATE 

V i rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission A p r i l  1979 - 
STREET & N U M B E R  TELEPHONE 

221 Governor S t r e e t  (804) 786-3144 - 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 
Richmond Vi rg in ia  23219 

 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS. 

NATIONAL- STAT EX LOCAL- 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-6651.1 
National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

Park Ssrvice. 
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LEEFENDALL HOUSE. ALEX.WDRIA, VIRGINIA 
SOURCE: LW RECORDS OF A L W N D R T A ,  ~ d .  
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Lee-Fendai L House 
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1977 
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